
Children of God
What does that really mean?



5 solas of the Reformation

1. Sola Scriptura (according to Scripture alone)
2. Sola Gratia (by grace alone)
3. Sola Fide (through faith alone)
4. Solo Christo (in Christ alone)
5. Soli Deo Gloria (to the glory of God alone)





Biblical or not biblical?

What if, sometimes, God calls us home when we are most 
likely to get into heaven? You see, God loves us so much and 
he knows that this earth is not our final destination but just the 
desert in our own personal exodus. Heaven is our home and 
he desires that all be saved! And so maybe he will do 
whatever he needs; he calls us home whenever we are most 
likely to make it. OK, that’s not settled Christian doctrine, but 
it is comforting.
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But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he 
gave the right to become children of God, who were born, not 
of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but 
of God.

John 1:12-13



And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you 
once walked, following the course of this world, following the 
prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in 
the sons of disobedience— among whom we all once lived in 
the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body 
and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the 
rest of mankind.

Ephesians 2:1-3



Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of 
these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of 
disobedience.

Ephesians 5:6



...They said to him, “We were not born of sexual immorality. 
We have one Father—even God.” Jesus said to them, “If God 
were your Father, you would love me, for I came from God 
and I am here. I came not of my own accord, but he sent me. 
Why do you not understand what I say? It is because you 
cannot bear to hear my word. You are of your father the devil, 
and your will is to do your father’s desires...

John 8:41-44



For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. For 
you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, 
but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by 
whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” The Spirit himself bears 
witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if 
children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, 
provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be 
glorified with him.

Romans 8:14-17



For not all who are descended from Israel belong to Israel, 
and not all are children of Abraham because they are his 
offspring, but “Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.” 
This means that it is not the children of the flesh who are the 
children of God, but the children of the promise are counted 
as offspring. 

Romans 9:6-8



Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, 
imprisoned until the coming faith would be revealed. So then, 
the law was our guardian until Christ came, in order that we 
might be justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we 
are no longer under a guardian, for in Christ Jesus you are all 
sons of God, through faith.

Galatians 3:23-26



As a father shows compassion to his children,
so the LORD shows compassion to those who fear him.

Psalm 103:13



I will say to the north, Give up,
and to the south, Do not withhold;

 bring my sons from afar
and my daughters from the end of the earth,

everyone who is called by my name,
whom I created for my glory,
whom I formed and made.”

Isaiah 43:6-7



But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his 
Son, born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those 
who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as 
sons. And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of 
his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no 
longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through 
God.

Galatians 4:4-7



For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into 
fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by 
whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” The Spirit himself bears 
witness with our spirit that we are children of God...

Romans 8:15-16



 For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things 
exist, in bringing many sons to glory, should make the 
founder of their salvation perfect through suffering. For he 
who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one 
source. That is why he is not ashamed to call them brothers, 
saying,

 “I will tell of your name to my brothers;
in the midst of the congregation I will sing your praise.”

Hebrews 2:10-12



For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be 
conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be 
the firstborn among many brothers. 

Romans 8:29



Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to me, for I have not yet 
ascended to the Father; but go to my brothers and say to 
them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my 
God and your God.’” 

John 20:17



And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the 
firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for 
adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 

Romans 8:23



In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been 
predestined according to the purpose of him who works all 
things according to the counsel of his will, so that we who 
were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his 
glory. In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the 
gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed 
with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee of our 
inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of 
his glory.

Ephesians 1:11-14
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And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you 
once walked, following the course of this world, following the 
prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in 
the sons of disobedience— among whom we all once lived in 
the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body 
and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the 
rest of mankind. But God, being rich in mercy, because of the 
great love with which he loved us, even when we were dead 
in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ...

Ephesians 2:1-5



See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we 
should be called children of God; and so we are.

1 John 3:1
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The privileges of adoption

● Speaking to God and relating to him as our Father
● As our Father, he loves us, understands us, takes care of 

us, gives us many gifts (especially the Holy Spirit), and 
gives us an inheritance

● Prayer
● Discipline
● Suffering
● Our relationships with each other - as a family
● We can, and should, imitate God as our Father



Looking ahead: the final four lessons in our 
three-year Sunday school journey

● Pray Without Ceasing

● Becoming LIke Jesus

● Jesus Will Return

● New Heaven and New Earth


