
Peter’s sermon at 
Pentecost: Theology and 

Application
Acts 2:14-41
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Theology
“A religious belief system about God or ultimate reality. 
Theology commonly refers to the ordered, systematic study 
or interpretation of the Christian faith and experience of God 
based on God’s divine self-revelation. Theology also seeks to 
apply these truths to the full breadth of human experience 
and thought.”

Pocket Dictionary of Theological Terms



Different kinds (disciplines) of theologies:

1. Systematic
2. Historical
3. Philosophical
4. Old Testament
5. New Testament
6. Biblical



Theology should ultimately result in our worship of God. We 
cannot truly worship what we do not know.



So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: “Men 
of Athens, I perceive that in every way you are very religious. 
For as I passed along and observed the objects of your 
worship, I found also an altar with this inscription: ‘To the 
unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I 
proclaim to you.”

Acts 17:22-23



“[A] ‘doctrine’ is simply the result of the process of doing 
systematic theology with regard to one particular topic. 
Understood in this way, doctrines can be very broad or very 
narrow.”

Systematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblical Doctrine, 
Wayne Grudem



Doctrine
A “theological formulation that attempts to provide a summary 
statement of the teaching of Scripture on a particular 
theological topic. Ideally, doctrine is formed by attempting to 
be faithful to Scripture while giving attention to the traditions 
of the church and the thought patterns of the day. Thus 
doctrine is stated in such a way that contemporary people 
can understand the teaching of the ancient Scriptures.” 

Pocket Dictionary of Theological Terms



Acts is a “‘theological history’ in the sense that it records 
God’s activity in fulfilling his promises and working out his 
purpose for humanity. At the same time...Luke is a reliable 
historian, who has not allowed his theological and apologetic 
agenda to distort the facts.”

The Acts of the Apostles 
David G. Peterson



But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and 
addressed them: “Men of Judea and all who dwell in 
Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give ear to my 
words. For these people are not drunk, as you suppose, since 
it is only the third hour of the day. But this is what was uttered 
through the prophet Joel:

Acts 2:14-16



“‘And in the last days it shall be, God declares,
that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh,
 and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
and your young men shall see visions,
 and your old men shall dream dreams;

even on my male servants and female servants
 in those days I will pour out my Spirit, 
  and they shall prophesy.

Acts 2:17-18



And I will show wonders in the heavens above
 and signs on the earth below,
  blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke;
the sun shall be turned to darkness
 and the moon to blood,
  before the day of the Lord comes, 
   the great and magnificent day.

And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls 
 upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.’

Acts 2:19-21



“Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man 
attested to you by God with mighty works and wonders and 
signs that God did through him in your midst, as you 
yourselves know— this Jesus, delivered up according to the 
definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and 
killed by the hands of lawless men. God raised him up, 
loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible for 
him to be held by it.

Acts 2:22-24



For David says concerning him,
“‘I saw the Lord always before me,
 for he is at my right hand that I may not be shaken;
  therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced;
   my flesh also will dwell in hope.

For you will not abandon my soul to Hades,
 or let your Holy One see corruption.
You have made known to me the paths of life;
 you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’

Acts 2:25-28



“Brothers, I may say to you with confidence about the 
patriarch David that he both died and was buried, and his 
tomb is with us to this day. Being therefore a prophet, and 
knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that he 
would set one of his descendants on his throne, he foresaw 
and spoke about the resurrection of the Christ, that he was 
not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see corruption.

Acts 2:29-31



This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses. 
Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having 
received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he 
has poured out this that you yourselves are seeing and 
hearing.

Acts 2:32-33



For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he himself 
says,

 “‘The Lord said to my Lord,
“Sit at my right hand,
 until I make your enemies your footstool.”’

Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God 
has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you 
crucified.”

Acts 2:34-36



Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and 
said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what 
shall we do?”

Acts 2:37



And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one 
of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your 
sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the 
promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far 
off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.” And 
with many other words he bore witness and continued to 
exhort them, saying, “Save yourselves from this crooked 
generation.” 

Acts 2:38-40



So those who received his word were baptized, and there 
were added that day about three thousand souls.

Acts 2:41



Doctrine of God’s sovereignty, or God’s plan



“this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and 
foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands 
of lawless men.”

Acts 2:23



“I will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and her offspring;

he shall bruise your head,
and you shall bruise his heel.”

Genesis 3:15



Therefore let those who suffer according to God’s will entrust 
their souls to a faithful Creator while doing good.

1 Peter 4:19



And we know that for those who love God all things work 
together for good, for those who are called according to his 
purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to 
be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might 
be the firstborn among many brothers. And those whom he 
predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also 
justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.

Romans 8:28-30



Peter’s stunning statement in Acts 2:36



Then Moses said to God, “If I come to the people of Israel 
and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to 
you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to 
them?” God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And he said, 
“Say this to the people of Israel: ‘I AM has sent me to you.’” 
God also said to Moses, “Say this to the people of Israel: ‘The 
LORD, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God 
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.’ This is 
my name forever, and thus I am to be remembered 
throughout all generations. 

Exodus 3:13-15



Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham 
was, I am.” So they picked up stones to throw at him, but 
Jesus hid himself and went out of the temple.

John 8:58-59



And the LORD said to Moses, “This very thing that you have 
spoken I will do, for you have found favor in my sight, and I 
know you by name.” Moses said, “Please show me your 
glory.” And he said, “I will make all my goodness pass before 
you and will proclaim before you my name ‘The LORD.’ And I 
will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show 
mercy on whom I will show mercy. 

Exodus 33:17-23



But,” he said, “you cannot see my face, for man shall not see 
me and live.” And the LORD said, “Behold, there is a place by 
me where you shall stand on the rock, and while my glory 
passes by I will put you in a cleft of the rock, and I will cover 
you with my hand until I have passed by. Then I will take 
away my hand, and you shall see my back, but my face shall 
not be seen.”

Exodus 33:17-23



The LORD descended in the cloud and stood with him there, 
and proclaimed the name of the LORD. The LORD passed 
before him and proclaimed, “The LORD, the LORD, a God 
merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in 
steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for 
thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, but 
who will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of 
the fathers on the children and the children’s children, to the 
third and the fourth generation.” And Moses quickly bowed 
his head toward the earth and worshiped. 

Exodus 34:5-8



One of the two who heard John speak and followed Jesus 
was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. He first found his own 
brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” 
(which means Christ). 

John 1:40-41



The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming (he 
who is called Christ). When he comes, he will tell us all 
things.” Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you am he.”

John 4:25-26



And he said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to 
believe all that the prophets have spoken! Was it not 
necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter 
into his glory?” And beginning with Moses and all the 
Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the 
things concerning himself.

Luke 24:25-27



Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to 
you while I was still with you, that everything written about me 
in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must 
be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand the 
Scriptures, and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ 
should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and that 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed 
in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem.”

Luke 24:44-47


