Persecution and prayer:
"Sovereign Lord...”
Acts 4:23-31



The unmistakable implication of the chapter is that if we hear
about the faith of our forefathers (and mothers), we will “lay
aside every weight and sin” and “run with perseverance the
race that is set before us” (Hebrews 12:1). If we asked the
author, “How shall we stir one another up to love and good
works?” (Hebrews 10:24), his answer would be: “Through
encouragement from the living (Hebrews 10:25) and the dead
(Hebrews 11:1-40).” Christian biography is the means by
which the “body life” of the church cuts across the centuries.

John Piper, Brothers, We Are Not Professionals



(1) Gate of the Essenes

The Gate of the Essenes allowed the Essenes to access
latrines outside the city walls in accordance with their strict
laws of hygiene.

Herod’s Palace was the Jerusalem home of Herod the Great
from 23 to 4 b.c. Pilate, who normally resided in Caesarea
Maritima, resided in this palace during his visits to Jerusalem,
including his visit for the Passover preceding Christ’s crucifixion.

The Praetorium was in Herod's Palace (Matt. 27:27; Mark
15:16), which served as Pilate's official headquarters and as a
fortress. A raised stone pavement, used for official judgments,
stood outside the palace and was the site of Jesus’ condemna-
tion under Pilate (John 19:13).

Herod the Great fortified three towers to protect his palace:
from west to east there was the Tower of Hippicus (155
feet/47 m tall), the Tower of Phasael (138 feet/d2 m tall),
and the Tower of Mariamne (95 feet/29 m tall).

The two-level Palatial Mansion (6,500 sq. feet/604 sq. m) may
have been the Palace of Annas, who served as high priest from
AD. 6 t0 15, Annas’s son-in-law Caiaphas held this office from
4D, 1810 36 and presided at the trial of Jesus (Matt. 26:57).
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This is often considered the most likely location of Golgotha,
the place of Jesus’ death. It was on a hill overlooking a quarry,
outside the Second Wall of the city and near the Gennath
(Garden) Gate,

Herod the Great lived in the luxurious Hasmonean Palace
from the mid-30s to 23 s.c. while awaiting the building of his
own new palace. Herod Antipas ("Herod the Tetrarch”) lived in
this palace during his reign, 4 8.c—.0. 39. Jesus appeared
before him here in either A.0. 30 or 33.

The Archives building contained the public registers (including
genealogies) as well as bonds taken by moneylenders, which
allowed the recovery of debts.

The Xystus, built on the site of the former Greek Gymnasium,
was a place of mass assembly.
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(9) Hasmonean Palace

(10} Archives

The Council House was a public building, perhaps functioning
as a municipal office.

The Temple was reconstructed by Herod the Great, beginning
in 20119 8.c.

The Bethesda Pools (see John 5:2) were twin pools, each
measuring ¢. 312 by 164-196 feet (95 by 50-60 m), and c. 50
feet (15 m) deep. A small Roman temple dedicated to
Aesculapius stood to the east of the pools.
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The Garden of Geth was located approximately 300
yards (274 m) from Jerusalem and the Temple Mount. The Mount
of Olives was “a Sabbath day's jouney away” from Jerusalem
(Acts 1:12), approximately 1,100 yards, or 3/5 of a mile.

The ravine of the Kidron Valley has ahways served as
Jerusalem's eastern boundary.

The Pool of Siloam (cf John 9:7), a focal point of Jerusalem,
adjoined a large dam and reservoir, and received water from
the Gihon Spring.

The Hinnom Valley was to the south of the hill that was the
original dity of David.

The Upper City housed luxurious villas of wealthy residents in
the Herodian period.
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(\ JERUSALEM IN THE TIME OF JESUS )

The heavily fortified city of Jerusalem lay atop adjacent hills in the mountainous region of Judea.
It therefore proved difficult even for the Romans to recapture during the Jewish revolt, although
they eventually did so in A.. 70 after a bitter siege. The oldest portion of Jerusalem, called

“the city of David" and “Mount Zion," lay to the south of the temple, but the city walls in the
first century also encompassed the newer Upper City to the west of the temple. To the east,
across the Kidron Valley (John 18:1), stood the Mount of Olives (Mark 13:3). To the south of

Zion lay the Hinnom Valley. The reconstruction above depicts Jerusalem around A.0. 30, and the
general direction of the drawing is looking north.



\ THE TEMPLE MOUNT IN THE TIME OF JESUS :\

Herod's Temple Mount was the focal point of Jerusalem during the time of Jesus. Sitting atop Jerusalem’s north-
eastern ridge, it occupied one-sixth of the city’s area. Under Herod the Great, the Temple Mount's foundation
was expanded to encompass approximately 1.5 million square feet (140,000 square meters). its foundational
walls were constructed using gigantic stones, the largest found being 45 feet long, 11.5 feet high, and 12 feet
thick (13.7 m by 3.5 m by 3.7 m).

The Antonia Fortress was where Herod (and
later the Romans) commanded the garrison in
order to protect the temple and to suppress
religiously motivated rebellion.

Herod's Temple (for a detailed

The Court of the Women was the farthest
point of the inner temple complex that
women could enter.

cutaway drawing, see p. 1943)
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Wilson's Arch formed a bridge over the Tyropoeon Valley > / The Pool of Israel was pyopabty
below, leading from the Temple Mount to the Hasmonean The early square Temple Mount preserved ~ / used to wash sacrificial animals
Palace. A section of the western wall south of Wilson's Arch its identity as a separate area with its own before they were led to the
(187 feet/57 m long, sometimes called the Wailing Wall) has walls and gates. Temple Mount.
been a place of prayer for Jews for the last 700 years. The

lowest seven stone courses, which can be seen at ground
level, are Herodian.

Rabinson’s Arch and its massive
stairway led from the Tyropoeon
Street below up to the Royal Stoa.
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- Stairs descended from the
luster Gate into the Kidron
~ Valley and eventually went up to
the Mount of Olives.
-
The eastern city wall of Jerusalem
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's Porch, the portico built along the
[: wall, was a place of congregation
(e John 10:23; Adts 3:11).

The Double Gate and its d
monumental stairway 769 (2 low, latiiced Temple Mount Architectural Plan
or railing) prohibited
s 3 3 : tiles or non-purified Jews
5 . > from entering the temple —_— e ——
A ritual bath-house for pilgrims ; E 4 . 4 Pl
1o deanse before entering the
temple precincts

‘The Court of the Gentiles was the

. area between the soreg and the
outer walls of the early square

Temple Mount.

A Coundil House for legal proceedings

The Triple Gate and its stairway

> \ oyal Stoa was a 912-foot-long (278 m) portico, containing
/ four rows of 40 columns. The Sanhedrin met in the central apse

t after c. 4.0. 30. This may have been where Jesus dleansed the
Small shops, which had a narrow street built above them,

temple. The southeast comer overlooking the Kidron Valley
were built along the southern wall of the Temple Mount. created a drop of 140 feet (43 m) to the street below, and

300 feet (91 m) to the valley below. This may be the “pinnade
of the temple” mentioned in Matt. 4:5 and Luke 4:9.
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Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was
Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for
the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him.
And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he
would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ.
And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the
parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to
the custom of the Law, he took him up in his arms and
blessed God and said,

Luke 2:25-32



“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace,
according to your word;
for my eyes have seen your salvation
that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
a light for revelation to the Gentiles,
and for glory to your people Israel.”

Luke 2:25-32



When he opened the fifth seal, | saw under the altar the souls
of those who had been slain for the word of God and for the
witness they had borne. They cried out with a loud voice, “O
Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long before you will judge
and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?”

Revelation 6:9-10



In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.

Genesis 1:1



Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob,
whose hope is in the LORD his God,
who made heaven and earth,
the sea, and all that is in them,
who keeps faith forever;

Psalm 146:5-6



Thus says God, the LORD,
who created the heavens and stretched them out,
who spread out the earth and what comes from it,
who gives breath to the people on it

and spirit to those who walk in it:

Isaiah 42:5



He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all
creation. For by him all things were created, in heaven and on
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or
rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and
for him. And he is before all things, and in him all things hold

together.

Colossians 1:15-17



And whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and
thanks to him who is seated on the throne, who lives forever
and ever, the twenty-four elders fall down before him who is
seated on the throne and worship him who lives forever and
ever. They cast their crowns before the throne, saying,

“Worthy are you, our Lord and God,
to receive glory and honor and power,
for you created all things,

and by your will they existed and were created.”

Revelation 4:9-11



“who through the mouth of our father David, your servant,
said by the Holy Spirit,

“Why did the Gentiles rage,
and the peoples plot in vain?

The kings of the earth set themselves,
and the rulers were gathered together,
against the Lord and against his Anointed™—~

Acts 2:25-26
Psalm 2:1-2 (LXX)



