
Persecution and prayer: 
“Sovereign Lord…”

Acts 4:23-31



The unmistakable implication of the chapter is that if we hear 
about the faith of our forefathers (and mothers), we will “lay 
aside every weight and sin” and “run with perseverance the 
race that is set before us” (Hebrews 12:1). If we asked the 
author, “How shall we stir one another up to love and good 
works?” (Hebrews 10:24), his answer would be: “Through 
encouragement from the living (Hebrews 10:25) and the dead 
(Hebrews 11:1–40).” Christian biography is the means by 
which the “body life” of the church cuts across the centuries.
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Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was 
Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for 
the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 
And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he 
would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 
And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the 
parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to 
the custom of the Law, he took him up in his arms and 
blessed God and said,

Luke 2:25-32



“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace,
according to your word;

for my eyes have seen your salvation
that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
a light for revelation to the Gentiles,

and for glory to your people Israel.”

Luke 2:25-32



When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls 
of those who had been slain for the word of God and for the 
witness they had borne. They cried out with a loud voice, “O 
Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long before you will judge 
and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?”

Revelation 6:9-10



In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.

Genesis 1:1



Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob,

whose hope is in the LORD his God,

who made heaven and earth,

the sea, and all that is in them,

 who keeps faith forever;

Psalm 146:5-6



Thus says God, the LORD,

who created the heavens and stretched them out,

who spread out the earth and what comes from it,

 who gives breath to the people on it

and spirit to those who walk in it:

Isaiah 42:5



He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all 
creation. For by him all things were created, in heaven and on 
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or 
rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and 
for him. And he is before all things, and in him all things hold 
together.

Colossians 1:15-17



And whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and 
thanks to him who is seated on the throne, who lives forever 
and ever, the twenty-four elders fall down before him who is 
seated on the throne and worship him who lives forever and 
ever. They cast their crowns before the throne, saying,

  “Worthy are you, our Lord and God,
to receive glory and honor and power,

for you created all things,
and by your will they existed and were created.”

Revelation 4:9-11



“who through the mouth of our father David, your servant, 
said by the Holy Spirit,

 “‘Why did the Gentiles rage,
and the peoples plot in vain?

The kings of the earth set themselves,
and the rulers were gathered together,
against the Lord and against his Anointed’—”

Acts 2:25-26
Psalm 2:1-2 (LXX)


