It may be said that the chief purpose of life, for any one of us,
is to increase[,] according to our capacity[,] our knowledge of
God by all the means we have, and to be moved by it to

praise and thanks.

J. R. R. Tolkien



A Godly Response to
Opposition and Suffering

Acts 6:8-15



(1) Gate of the Essenes

(11 The Gate of the Essenes allowed the Essenes to access (8)  This is often considered the most likely location of Golgotha, 2 The Council House was a public building, perhaps functioning 5] The Garden of Gethsemane was located approximately 300

latrines outside the city walls in accordance with their strict the place of Jesus’ death. It was on a hill overlooking a quarry, as a municipal office. yards (274 m) from Jerusalem and the Temple Mount. The Mount
laws of hygiene. outside the Second Wall of the city and near the Gennath @5 The Temple was reconstructed by P of Olives was “a Sabbath day's joumey away” from Jerusalem
13 y Herod the Great, beginning % 5 $
(2) Herod's Palace was the Jerusalem home of Herod the Great (Garden) Gate. in 2019 ec. (Acts 1:12), approximately 1,100 yards, or 3/5 of a mile.
from 23 to 4 s.c. Pilate, who normally resided in Caesarea 90 Herod the Great lived in the luxurious Hasmonean Palace > 2 3 ) The ravine of the Kidron Valley has always served as
Maritima, resided in this palace during his visits to Jerusalem, B from the mid-30s to 23 8.c. while awaiting the building of his @® E‘:a;e::ge:_d;;o:yk] éﬁggu&?gﬁ; sg’_"sgog)s‘ :::‘L 50 Jerusalem's eastern boundary.
including his visit for the Passover preceding Christ's crucifixion. own new palage. Hgmd Antipas ("Herod the Tetrarch”) lived in feet (15 m) deep. A small Roman temple dedicated to @  The Pool of Siloam (cf John 9:7), a focal point of Jerusalem,
(3} The Praetorium was in Herod's Palace (Matt. 27:27; Mark :nelfsopalzge ﬂu""Q h';’:ﬂgn' 4;;"'?3‘ 39. Jesus appeared Aesculapius stood to the east of the pools. ' adjoined a large dam and reservoir, and received water from
15:16), which served as Pilate’s official headquarters and as a ® PRI eI elthef:A.:30:0r.33: the Gihon Spring.
fortress. A raised stone pavement, used for official judgments, 1) The Archives building contained the public registers (including i »
stood outside the palace and was the site of Jesus' condemna- genealogies) as well as bonds taken by moneylenders, which ® 2:: l:;?g";:’;:velg ywasitohe sout ofthe il thatwes the
tion under Pilate (John 19:13). allowed the recovery of debts. Second Wall @) Xystus ® 1119 N : i s Gt ey e
. . v T il i i ) e Upper City housed luxurious villas of wealthy residents in
Herod the Great fortified three towers to protect his palace: 1 The Xystus, built on the site of the former Greek Gymnasium, Wilson's Arch and Bridge e ridh
from west to east there was the Tower of Hippicus (155 was a place of mass assembly. Hasmonean Palace L dg the Herodian period.
feet/47 m tall), the Tower of Phasael (138 feet/42 m tall), North Gate (12) Coundil House Gate?
and the Tower of Mariamne (95 feet/29 m tall). 5
(1) The two-level Palatial Mansion (6,500 sq. feet/604 sq. m) may (6) Tower of Mariamne ~ (8) Golgotha (10) Archives ) Temple
have been the Palace of Annas, who served as high priest from (1) Palatial Mansion

AD. 610 15. Annas’s son-in-law Caiaphas held this office fom () Tower of Phasael

(1) Bethesda Pools

4. 18 to 36 and presided at the trial of Jesus (Matt. 26:57). Gennath

(&) Tower of Hippicus (Garden) Gate 4 e it B st Path to Mount of Olives
(2) Herod's Palace (3 Praetorium y OF Is1a Temple Mount
s) Garden of
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( JERUSALEM IN THE TIME OF JESUS )

The heavily fortified city of Jerusalem lay atop adjacent hills in the mountainous region of Judea.
It therefore proved difficult even for the Romans to recapture during the Jewish revolt, although
they eventually did so in A.. 70 after a bitter siege. The oldest portion of Jerusalem, called

“the ity of David" and “Mount Zion," lay to the south of the temple, but the city walls in the
first century also encompassed the newer Upper City to the west of the temple. To the east,
across the Kidron Valley (John 18:1), stood the Mount of Olives (Mark 13:3). To the south of
Zion lay the Hinnom Valley. The reconstruction above depicts Jerusalem around A.. 30, and the

Dung Gate = =
Sﬁoam ool Fountain Gate general direction of the drawing is looking north.

=
(17) Pool of Siloam



L/ THE SYNAGOGUE AND JEWISH WORSHIP \,

In cities other than Jerusalem, the synagogue was the center of Jewish worship during the time of Christ.

Synagogues were located in most of the Ieadmg towns of Israel. Although very little remains of the Synagogue Architectural Plan
original first-century at ive archaeological evidence exists for a typical

Jewish synagogue in the town of Gamla, whlch would have had much in common with the

synagogues Jesus visited in Nazareth and other cities. The entrance to the synagogue

This illustration is based on the excavation of the Gamla synagogue, one of the oldest faced southwest, toward Jerusalem.

in Israel. The city of Gamla was 6 miles (9.7 km) northeast of the Sea of
Galilee. It was destroyed by the Romans in A.D. 67, early in the
Jewish Revolt.

The structure was built of basalt stone
blocks; the exterior measurement was
84 x 56 feet (26 x 17 m). A covered water channel ran to the mikveh, which
was a stone ritual bath with seven steps. The mikveh
held just enough water for the complete immersion
of people and items needing purification, such as

The pillars that supported the roof bordered fars and utensils used in worship.

an unpaved rectangular space, which
formed the center of the synagogue. Four
rows of stone benches lined the walls and
could probably hold a few hundred people.
A dloset held the scrolls of the
Law and the Prophets.




l/ THE SYNAGOGUE AND JEWISH WORSHIP \,

In cities other than Jerusalem, the synagogue was the center of Jewish worship during the time of Christ.

Synagogues were located in most of the leading towns of Israel. Although very little remains of the

original first-century synagogue at Nazareth, extensive archaeological evidence exists for a typical

Jewish synagogue in the town of Gamla, which would have had much in common with the

synagogues Jesus visited in Nazareth and other cities. The entrance to the synagogue

This illustration is based on the excavation of the Gamla synagogue, one of the oldest faced southwest, toward Jerusalem.
in Israel. The city of Gamla was 6 miles (9.7 km) northeast of the Sea of \

Galilee. It was destroyed by the Romans in A.D. 67, early in the - SRS

Jewish Revolt.

The structure was built of basalt stone
blocks; the exterior measurement was
84 x 56 feet (26 x 17 m).

The pillars that supported the roof bordered
an unpaved rectangular space, which
formed the center of the synagogue. Four
rows of stone benches lined the walls and
could probably hold a few hundred people.

A closet held the scrolls of the
Law and the Prophets.
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(' THE TEMPLE MOUNT IN THE TIME OF JESUS ) The Antonia Fortress was where Herod (and
- 4 later the Romans) commanded the garrison in
Herod's Temple Mount was the focal point of Jerusalem during the time of Jesus. Sitting atop Jerusalem’s north- zﬁ;&,&;’zfg&;r&‘:&gﬁ;@ o Sppvess
eastern ridge, it occupied one-sixth of the city’s area. Under Herod the Great, the Temple Mount's foundation

was expanded to encompass approximately 1.5 million square feet (140,000 square meters). Its foundational
walls were constructed using gigantic stones, the largest found being 45 feet long, 11.5 feet high, and 12 feet
thick (13.7 m by 3.5m by 3.7 m).

Herod's Temple (for a detailed
cutaway drawing, see p. 1943)

Wilson's Arch formed a bridge over the Tyropoeon Valley .=
below, leading from the Temple Mount to the Hasmonean The early square Temple Mount preserved ~
Palace. A section of the western wall south of Wilson’s Arch its identity as a separate area with its own

(187 feet/57 m long, sometimes called the Wailing Wall) has walls and gates.

been a place of prayer for Jews for the last 700 years. The

lowest seven stone courses, which can be seen at ground

level, are Herodian.

Rabinson’s Arch and its massive
stairway led from the Tyropoeon
Street below up to the Royal Stoa.

The Double Gate and its
‘monumental stairway

A ritual bath-house for pilgrims
1o deanse before entering the
temple precincts

s The Court of the Gentiles was the
A Coundil House for legal proceedings . X N \ area between the soreg and the
1 outer walls of the early square
/ 8 Temple Mount.

The Triple Gate and its stairway

The Royal Stoa was a 912-foot-long (278 m) portico, containing
four rows of 40 columns. The Sanhedrin met in the central apse
after ¢. £.0. 30. This may have been where Jesus cleansed the
temple. The southeast corner overlooking the Kidron Valley
created a drop of 140 feet (43 m) to the street below, and

Small shops, which had a narrow street built above them,
were built along the southern wall of the Temple Mount.

300 feet (91 m) to the valley below. This may be the “pinnade
of the temple” mentioned in Matt. 4:5 and Luke 4:9.

The Court of the Women was the farthest
point of the inner temple complex that
women could enter.

/
The Pool of Israel was probably
used to wash sacrificial animals
before they were led to the
Temple Mount.

Golden Gate, then
= known as the Shushan Gate

tairs descended from the
uster Gate into the Kidron
Valley and eventually went up to
the Mount of Olives.
S 3
e eastern city wall of Jerusalem

Porch, the portico built along the
stem wall, was a place of congregation
(cf John 10:23; Acts 3:11).
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( HEROD’S TEMPLE COMPLEX IN THE TIME OF JESUS \

When the Gospels and the book of Acts refer to entering the temple or teaching

in the temple, it is often not a reference to Herod's temple itself, but rather

1o this temple complex, induding a number of courts and chambers that

surrounded the temple. These latter structures were the great and wonderful Herod's Temple
buildings referred to by the disciples in Matt. 24:1; Mark 13:1-2.

The altar of burnt sacrifices stood in the Temple
Court. To the west of it stood the brass laver
(for priestly washings) and to the north the
place of ritual animal slaughter.

The Sanhedrin came out to teach the
people from the Scriptures on this terrace
(Hb. hel) during the Feasts of Passover and
Tabernadles. It may have been here that
the 12-year-old Jesus was found by his
parents, “sitting among the teachers,
listening to them and asking them
questions” (Luke 2:46). g

/
2 1
-

The Chamber of Hewn
Stone housed the
Sanhedrin coundil until
¢ AD.30.

The soreg (a low, latticed screen o railing) P
separated the temple courts from the Court of D
the Gentiles, prohibiting Gentiles or non-purified ~
Jews from entry. Even Herod himself was unable

10 pass this point. Some interpreters believe that

Paul alluded to this railing when he spoke of

“the dividing wall of hostility" abolished by Christ

(Eph. 2:14).
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Temple Complex Architectural Plan

The Chamber of the Hearth was the building
which housed priests who served when their

division was on duty (cf. Zechariah in Luke 1:8).
// o
/

The Nicanor Gate divided the western Court of the Israelites j
(where Jewish men could observe temple proceedings) from

the eastern Court of the Women. Women were allowed to
stand in the souther side of the Nicanor Gate and watch as
sacrifices for their purification were made (Luke 2:22-24).

o T —
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Each of the four massive lampstands

(86 feet/26 m high) in the Court of
" the Women had a ladder by which
3 to reach the four golden bowls to
provide lighting at night.

The Chamber of the Lepers was where
procedures for lepers who had been healed
were handled (cf. Matt. 8:4; Mark 1:44;
Luke 5:14).

3 These colonnades contained 13 trumpet-shaped
" boxes into which people put their monetary offerings
(cf. Luke 21:1-4); this was called “the treasury” (see
Mark 12:41; John 8:20). The chief priests did not
allow Judas's blood money to be put in the treasury

(Matt. 27:6).
Eastern Gate

The Court of the Women was a 233 feet/71 m square courtyard, capable of
holding up to 6,000 worshipers at a time. Its name does not indicate that it
was restricted to women, but that they were not permitted to enter further into
the temple courts. Their presence was normally restricted to the balconies above
the colonnades. In this court, the infant Jesus was met by Simeon and Anna the
The Chamber of the Nazirites was where a prophetess (Luke 2:25-38).
Nazirite would bring his sacrifices upon

completion of his vow.
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Second Wall

(9) Hasmonean Palace
North Gate

(0} Archives
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