Herod vs God

Acts 12:20-25



“For my name’s sake | defer my anger;
for the sake of my praise | restrain it for you,
that | may not cut you off.

Behold, | have refined you, but not as silver;
| have tried you in the furnace of affliction.

For my own sake, for my own sake, | do it,
for how should my name be profaned?
My glory | will not give to another.

Isaiah 48:9-11



w
o

A.D. 35

40 45 50

55

60

65

70

75

Death, resurrection of Christ (2.0. 33 [or 30))t

Pentecost (30/33)

Stephen stoned (31/33)

Paul converted (33/34%)
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Paul meets with Peter in Jerusalem (36/37%)

Paul ministers in Syria/Cilicia (37-45)

Peter witnesses to Cornelius (38*)

James, brother of John, martyred (41-44)

Peter rescued from prison, leaves Jerusalem (44)

Paul’s second Jerusalem visit (famine relief) (44-47%)

Paul’s first missionary journey (46—47)

Peter and Paul at Jerusalem council (48-49*)
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And Hiram [king of Tyre] sent to Solomon, saying, “| have
heard the message that you have sent to me. | am ready to
do all you desire in the matter of cedar and cypress timber.
My servants shall bring it down to the sea from Lebanon, and
| will make it into rafts to go by sea to the place you direct.
And | will have them broken up there, and you shall receive it.
And you shall meet my wishes by providing food for my
household.” So Hiram supplied Solomon with all the timber of
cedar and cypress that he desired, while Solomon gave
Hiram 20,000 cors of wheat as food for his household, and
20,000 cors of beaten oail.



Solomon gave this to Hiram year by year. And the LORD
gave Solomon wisdom, as he promised him. And there was
peace between Hiram and Solomon, and the two of them
made a treaty.

1 Kings 5.7-12
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Herod Agrippa “exhibited shows in honor of Caesar, knowing
that this was celebrated as a festival for his welfare. There
came together for this occasion a large number of provincial
officials and others of distinguished position. On the second
day of the shows Agrippa put on a robe made of silver
throughout, of quite wonderful weaving, and entered the
theatre at break of day. Then the silver shone and glittered
wonderfully as the sun’s first rays fell on it, and its
resplendence inspired a sort of fear and trembling in those
who gazed at it. Immediately his flatterers called out from
various directions, in language which boded him no good,



for they invoked him as a god: ‘Be gracious to us!’ they cried.
‘Hitherto we have reverenced you as a human being, but
henceforth we confess you to be of more than mortal nature.’
He did not rebuke them, nor did he repudiate their impious
flattery. But soon afterward he looked up and saw an owl
sitting on a rope above his head, and recognized it at once as
a messenger of evil as on a former occasion it had been a
messenger of good; and a pang of grief pierced his heart. At
the same time he was seized with a severe pain in his
bowels, which quickly increased in intensity.... He was hastily
carried into the palace, and ... when he had suffered



continuously for five days from the pain in his belly, he died,
in the fifty-fourth year of his life and the seventh year of his
Kingship.”

Josephus
Antiquities 19.343-50



Worship Song Repeatedly Asks God To
Show His Glory, Thousands Dead




Immediately an angel of the Lord struck him down, because
he did not give God the glory, and he was eaten by worms
and breathed his last.

Acts 12:23



All this came upon King Nebuchadnezzar. At the end of
twelve months he was walking on the roof of the royal palace
of Babylon, and the king answered and said, “Is not this great
Babylon, which | have built by my mighty power as a royal
residence and for the glory of my majesty?” While the words
were still in the king’s mouth, there fell a voice from heaven,
“O King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is spoken: The kingdom
has departed from you, and you shall be driven from among
men, and your dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field.
And you shall be made to eat grass like an ox, and seven
periods of time shall pass over you, until you know that the



Most High rules the kingdom of men and gives it to whom he
will.” Immediately the word was fulfilled against
Nebuchadnezzar. He was driven from among men and ate
grass like an ox, and his body was wet with the dew of
heaven till his hair grew as long as eagles’ feathers, and his
nails were like birds’ claws.

At the end of the days |, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to
heaven, and my reason returned to me, and | blessed the
Most High, and praised and honored him who lives forever,



for his dominion is an everlasting dominion,
and his kingdom endures from generation to
generation,;

all the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing,
and he does according to his will among the host of
heaven
and among the inhabitants of the earth;

and none can stay his hand
or say to him, “What have you done?”



At the same time my reason returned to me, and for the glory
of my kingdom, my majesty and splendor returned to me. My
counselors and my lords sought me, and | was established in
my kingdom, and still more greatness was added to me. Now
|, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and extol and honor the King of
heaven, for all his works are right and his ways are just; and
those who walk in pride he is able to humble.

Daniel 4:28-37



Now at Lystra there was a man sitting who could not use his
feet. He was crippled from birth and had never walked. He
listened to Paul speaking. And Paul, looking intently at him
and seeing that he had faith to be made well, said in a loud
voice, “Stand upright on your feet.” And he sprang up and
began walking. And when the crowds saw what Paul had
done, they lifted up their voices, saying in Lycaonian, “The
gods have come down to us in the likeness of men!”
Barnabas they called Zeus, and Paul, Hermes, because he
was the chief speaker.



And the priest of Zeus, whose temple was at the entrance to
the city, brought oxen and garlands to the gates and wanted
to offer sacrifice with the crowds. But when the apostles
Barnabas and Paul heard of it, they tore their garments and
rushed out into the crowd, crying out, “Men, why are you
doing these things? We also are men, of like nature with you,
and we bring you good news, that you should turn from these
vain things to a living God, who made the heaven and the
earth and the sea and all that is in them. In past generations
he allowed all the nations to walk in their own ways.



Yet he did not leave himself without witness, for he did good
by giving you rains from heaven and fruitful seasons,
satisfying your hearts with food and gladness.” Even with
these words they scarcely restrained the people from offering
sacrifice to them.

Acts 14:8-18



“You shall have no other gods before me. You shall not make
for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that
IS In heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in
the water under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or
serve them, for | the LORD your God am a jealous God,
visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third
and the fourth generation of those who hate me, but showing
steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and keep
my commandments.”

Exodus 20:3-6



“For my name’s sake | defer my anger;
for the sake of my praise | restrain it for you,
that | may not cut you off.

Behold, | have refined you, but not as silver;
| have tried you in the furnace of affliction.

For my own sake, for my own sake, | do it,
for how should my name be profaned?
My glory | will not give to another.

Isaiah 48:9-11



For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their
unrighteousness suppress the truth. For what can be known
about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to
them. For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power
and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since
the creation of the world, in the things that have been made.
So they are without excuse. For although they knew God,
they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they
became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were
darkened.



Claiming to be wise, they became fools,and exchanged the
glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man
and birds and animals and creeping things.”

Romans 1:18-23



In other words, for God to be the holy and righteous God that
he is, he must delight infinitely in what is infinitely delightful.
He must enjoy with unbounded joy what is most boundlessly
enjoyable; he must take infinite pleasure in what is infinitely
pleasant; he must love with infinite intensity what is infinitely
lovely; he must be infinitely satisfied with what is infinitely
satisfying. If he were not, he would be fraudulent. Claiming to
be wise, he would be a fool, exchanging the glory of God for
images. God’s joy in God is part of what it means for God to
be God.

John Piper, A God-Entranced Vision of All Things



White-hot affections for God, set on fire by clear, compelling,
biblical truth was Edwards’s goal in preaching and goal in life
for one simple reason: it's God’s goal in the universe. And
this is the heart of Edwards’s God-entranced vision of all
things.

John Piper, A God-Entranced Vision of All Things



But the word of God increased and multiplied.

Acts 12:24



And the word of God continued to increase, and the number
of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great
many of the priests became obedient to the faith.

Acts 6:7



So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria
had peace and was being built up. And walking in the fear of
the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it multiplied.

Acts 9:31



So the word of the Lord continued to increase and prevalil
mightily.

Acts 19:20



White-hot affections for God, set on fire by clear, compelling,
biblical truth was Edwards’s goal in preaching and goal in life
for one simple reason: it's God’s goal in the universe. And
this is the heart of Edwards’s God-entranced vision of all
things.

John Piper, A God-Entranced Vision of All Things



