
Paul and Barnabas 
encounter paganism in 

Lystra
Acts 14:8-18



Now at Lystra there was a man sitting who could not use his 
feet. He was crippled from birth and had never walked. He 
listened to Paul speaking. And Paul, looking intently at him 
and seeing that he had faith to be made well, said in a loud 
voice, “Stand upright on your feet.” And he sprang up and 
began walking.

Acts 14:8-10



And when the crowds saw what Paul had done, they lifted up 
their voices, saying in Lycaonian, “The gods have come down 
to us in the likeness of men!” Barnabas they called Zeus, and 
Paul, Hermes, because he was the chief speaker. And the 
priest of Zeus, whose temple was at the entrance to the city, 
brought oxen and garlands to the gates and wanted to offer 
sacrifice with the crowds.

Acts 14:11-13



But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of it, they 
tore their garments and rushed out into the crowd, crying out, 
“Men, why are you doing these things? We also are men, of 
like nature with you, and we bring you good news, that you 
should turn from these vain things to a living God, who made 
the heaven and the earth and the sea and all that is in them.

Acts 14:14-15



In past generations he allowed all the nations to walk in their 
own ways. Yet he did not leave himself without witness, for he 
did good by giving you rains from heaven and fruitful 
seasons, satisfying your hearts with food and gladness.” 
Even with these words they scarcely restrained the people 
from offering sacrifice to them.

Acts 14:16-18
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2nd Century Roman Inscription from Lystra,
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Paul came also to Derbe and to Lystra. A disciple was there, 
named Timothy, the son of a Jewish woman who was a 
believer, but his father was a Greek. He was well spoken of 
by the brothers at Lystra and Iconium.

Acts 16:1-2





Now at Lystra there was a man sitting who could not use his 
feet. He was crippled from birth and had never walked. He 
listened to Paul speaking. And Paul, looking intently at him 
and seeing that he had faith to be made well, said in a loud 
voice, “Stand upright on your feet.” And he sprang up and 
began walking.

Acts 14:8-10



And when the crowds saw what Paul had done, they lifted up 
their voices, saying in Lycaonian, “The gods have come down 
to us in the likeness of men!” Barnabas they called Zeus, and 
Paul, Hermes, because he was the chief speaker. And the 
priest of Zeus, whose temple was at the entrance to the city, 
brought oxen and garlands to the gates and wanted to offer 
sacrifice with the crowds.

Acts 14:11-13
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And when the crowds saw what Paul had done, they lifted up 
their voices, saying in Lycaonian, “The gods have come down 
to us in the likeness of men!” Barnabas they called Zeus, and 
Paul, Hermes, because he was the chief speaker. And the 
priest of Zeus, whose temple was at the entrance to the city, 
brought oxen and garlands to the gates and wanted to offer 
sacrifice with the crowds.

Acts 14:11-13



Again the high priest asked him, “Are you the Christ, the Son 
of the Blessed?” And Jesus said, “I am, and you will see the 
Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power, and coming 
with the clouds of heaven.” And the high priest tore his 
garments and said, “What further witnesses do we need? You 
have heard his blasphemy. What is your decision?” And they 
all condemned him as deserving death.

Mark 14:61-64



When Peter entered, Cornelius met him and fell down at his 
feet and worshiped him. But Peter lifted him up, saying, 
“Stand up; I too am a man.”

Acts 10:25-26



And the angel said  to me, “Write this:  Blessed are those who 
are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.” And he said 
to me, “These are the true words of God.” Then I fell down at 
his feet to worship him, but he said to me, “You must not do 
that! I am a fellow servant with you and your brothers who 
hold to the testimony of Jesus. Worship God.”

Revelation 19:9-10



On an appointed day Herod put on his royal robes, took his 
seat upon the throne, and delivered an oration to them. And 
the people were shouting, “The voice of a god, and not of a 
man!” Immediately an angel of the Lord struck him down, 
because he did not give God the glory, and he was eaten by 
worms and breathed his last.

Acts 12:21-23



But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of it, they 
tore their garments and rushed out into the crowd, crying out, 
“Men, why are you doing these things? We also are men, of 
like nature with you, and we bring you good news, that you 
should turn from these vain things to a living God, who made 
the heaven and the earth and the sea and all that is in them.

Acts 14:14-15



In past generations he allowed all the nations to walk in their 
own ways. Yet he did not leave himself without witness, for he 
did good by giving you rains from heaven and fruitful 
seasons, satisfying your hearts with food and gladness.” 
Even with these words they scarcely restrained the people 
from offering sacrifice to them.

Acts 14:16-18



For they themselves report concerning us the kind of 
reception we had among you, and how you turned to God 
from idols to serve the living and true God, and to wait for his 
Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who 
delivers us from the wrath to come.

1 Thessalonians 1:9-10



“We need to learn from Paul’s flexibility. We have no liberty to 
edit the heart of the good news of Jesus Christ. Nor is there 
ever any need to do so. But we have to begin where people 
are, to find a point of contact with them. With secularized 
people today this might be what constitutes authentic 
humanness, the universal quest for transcendence, the 
hunger for love and community, the search for freedom, or the 
longing for personal significance. Wherever we begin, 
however, we shall end with Jesus Christ, who is himself the 
good news, and who alone can fulfill all human aspirations.”

John Stott, 232



“Evangelists and preachers in many contexts today have 
much to learn from this approach, using the evidence of 
God’s common grace in the sustaining fruitfulness of nature 
and the pleasures of everyday life as a basis for 
communication. For people who are far removed from the 
Bible and its way of looking at things, this may be the only 
starting point for an appeal to acknowledge ‘the living God, 
who made heaven and earth and sea and everything in 
them’.”

David Peterson, 411


