A lynch mob, making
disciples, and appointing
elders

Acts 14:19-23



But Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, and having
persuaded the crowds, they stoned Paul and dragged him out
of the city, supposing that he was dead. But when the
disciples gathered about him, he rose up and entered the city,
and on the next day he went on with Barnabas to Derbe.

Acts 14:19-20



When they had preached the gospel to that city and had
made many disciples, they returned to Lystra and to lconium
and to Antioch, strengthening the souls of the disciples,
encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying that
through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God.
And when they had appointed elders for them in every

church, with prayer and fasting they committed them to the
Lord in whom they had believed.

Acts 14:21-23
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But Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, and having
persuaded the crowds, they stoned Paul and dragged him out
of the city, supposing that he was dead. But when the
disciples gathered about him, he rose up and entered the city,
and on the next day he went on with Barnabas to Derbe.

Acts 14:19-20



Five times | received at the hands of the Jews the forty lashes
less one. Three times | was beaten with rods. Once | was
stoned. Three times | was shipwrecked; a night and a day |
was adrift at sea; on frequent journeys, in danger from rivers,
danger from robbers, danger from my own people, danger
from Gentiles, danger in the city, danger in the wilderness,
danger at sea, danger from false brothers;

2 Corinthians 11:24-26



In toil and hardship, through many a sleepless night, in
hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold and exposure.
And, apart from other things, there is the daily pressure on
me of my anxiety for all the churches.

2 Corinthians 11:27-28



When they had preached the gospel to that city and had
made many disciples, they returned to Lystra and to lconium
and to Antioch, strengthening the souls of the disciples,
encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying that
through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God.
And when they had appointed elders for them in every

church, with prayer and fasting they committed them to the
Lord in whom they had believed.

Acts 14:21-23



And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven
and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to
observe all that | have commanded you. And behold, | am
with you always, to the end of the age.”

Matthew 28:18-20



When they had preached the gospel to that city and had
made many disciples, they returned to Lystra and to lconium
and to Antioch, strengthening the souls of the disciples,
encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying that
through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God.
And when they had appointed elders for them in every

church, with prayer and fasting they committed them to the
Lord in whom they had believed.

Acts 14:21-23



But Paul and Barnabas remained in Antioch, teaching and
preaching the word of the Lord, with many others also.

Acts 15:35



And he went through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the
churches.

Acts 15:41



As they went on their way through the cities, they delivered to
them for observance the decisions that had been reached by
the apostles and elders who were in Jerusalem. So the

churches were strengthened in the faith, and they increased
In numbers daily.

Acts 16:4-5



When he had landed at Caesarea, he went up and greeted
the church, and then went down to Antioch. After spending
some time there, he departed and went from one place to the
next through the region of Galatia and Phrygia, strengthening
all the disciples.

Acts 18:22-23



Here is a call for the endurance of the saints, those who
keep the commandments of God and their faith in Jesus.

Revelation 14:12



But the Jews incited the devout women of high standing and
the leading men of the city, stirred up persecution against
Paul and Barnabas, and drove them out of their district.

Acts 13:50



When they had preached the gospel to that city and had
made many disciples, they returned to Lystra and to lconium
and to Antioch, strengthening the souls of the disciples,
encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying that
through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God.
And when they had appointed elders for them in every

church, with prayer and fasting they committed them to the
Lord in whom they had believed.

Acts 14:21-23



Elders in the New Testament



Be subject for the Lord’s sake to every human institution,
whether it be to the emperor as supreme, or to governors as
sent by him to punish those who do evil and to praise those

who do good.
1 Peter 2:13-14



And the twelve summoned the full number of the disciples
and said, “It is not right that we should give up preaching the
word of God to serve tables. Therefore, brothers, pick out
from among you seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit
and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty. But we will
devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.”

Acts 6:2-4



And when they had appointed elders for them in every
church, with prayer and fasting they committed them to the
Lord in whom they had believed.

Acts 14:21-23



And after Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and
debate with them, Paul and Barnabas and some of the others
were appointed to go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and the
elders about this question. So, being sent on their way by the
church, they passed through both Phoenicia and Samaria,
describing in detail the conversion of the Gentiles, and
brought great joy to all the brothers. When they came to
Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church and the
apostles and the elders, and they declared all that God had
done with them.

Acts 15:2-4



The apostles and the elders were gathered together to
consider this matter.

Acts 15:6



Then it seemed good to the apostles and the elders, with the
whole church, to choose men from among them and send
them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas. They sent Judas
called Barsabbas, and Silas, leading men among the
brothers, with the following letter: “The brothers, both the
apostles and the elders, to the brothers who are of the
Gentiles in Antioch and Syria and Cilicia, greetings.

Acts 15:22-23



As they went on their way through the cities, they delivered to
them for observance the decisions that had been reached by
the apostles and elders who were in Jerusalem. So the

churches were strengthened in the faith, and they increased
In numbers daily.

Acts 16:4-5



Now from Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called the elders of
the church to come to him. And when they came to him, he
said to them: “You yourselves know how | lived among you
the whole time from the first day that | set foot in Asia, serving
the Lord with all humility and with tears and with trials that
happened to me through the plots of the Jews; how | did not
shrink from declaring to you anything that was profitable, and
teaching you in public and from house to house, testifying
both to Jews and to Greeks of repentance toward God and of
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.

Acts 20:17-21



Therefore | testify to you this day that | am innocent of the
blood of all, for | did not shrink from declaring to you the
whole counsel of God. Pay careful attention to yourselves
and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you
overseers, to care for the church of God, which he obtained
with his own blood.

Acts 20:26-28



| know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in
among you, not sparing the flock; and from among your own
selves will arise men speaking twisted things, to draw away
the disciples after them. Therefore be alert, remembering that
for three years | did not cease night or day to admonish every
one with tears. And now | commend you to God and to the
word of his grace, which is able to build you up and to give
you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified.

Acts 20:29-32



And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the
shepherds and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of
ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to
the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God,
to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the
fullness of Christ, so that we may no longer be children,
tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every
wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful
schemes.

Ephesians 4:11-14



Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus,

To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are at Philippi, with the
overseers and deacons:

Philippians 1:1



Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone
with all wisdom, that we may present everyone mature in
Christ. For this | toil, struggling with all his energy that he
powerfully works within me.

Colossians 1:28-29



We ask you, brothers, to respect those who labor among you
and are over you in the Lord and admonish you, and to
esteem them very highly in love because of their work.

1 Thessalonians 5:12-13



The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of
overseer, he desires a noble task. Therefore an overseer
must be above reproach, the husband of one wife,
sober-minded, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to
teach, not a drunkard, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome,
not a lover of money.

1 Timothy 3:1-3



He must manage his own household well, with all dignity
keeping his children submissive, for if someone does not
know how to manage his own household, how will he care for
God'’s church? He must not be a recent convert, or he may
become puffed up with conceit and fall into the condemnation
of the devil. Moreover, he must be well thought of by
outsiders, so that he may not fall into disgrace, into a snare of

the devil.
1 Timothy 3:4-7



Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double
honor, especially those who labor in preaching and teaching.
For the Scripture says, “You shall not muzzle an ox when it
treads out the grain,” and, “The laborer deserves his wages.”

1 Timothy 5:17-18



Do not admit a charge against an elder except on the
evidence of two or three witnesses. As for those who persist
In sin, rebuke them in the presence of all, so that the rest may

stand in fear.
1 Timothy 5:19-20



You then, my child, be strengthened by the grace that is in
Christ Jesus, and what you have heard from me in the

presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful men, who will
be able to teach others also.

2 Timothy 2:1-2



And the Lord’s servant must not be quarrelsome but kind to
everyone, able to teach, patiently enduring evil, correcting his
opponents with gentleness.

2 Timothy 2:24-25



This is why | left you in Crete, so that you might put what
remained into order, and appoint elders in every town as |
directed you— if anyone is above reproach, the husband of
one wife, and his children are believers and not open to the
charge of debauchery or insubordination. For an overseer, as
God’s steward, must be above reproach. He must not be
arrogant or quick-tempered or a drunkard or violent or greedy
for gain, but hospitable, a lover of good, self-controlled,
upright, holy, and disciplined.

Titus 1:5-8



He must hold firm to the trustworthy word as taught, so that
he may be able to give instruction in sound doctrine and also
to rebuke those who contradict it.

Titus 1:9



Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of
God. Consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate
their faith.

Hebrews 13:7



Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping
watch over your souls, as those who will have to give an
account. Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, for
that would be of no advantage to you.

Hebrews 13:17



Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the
church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in
the name of the Lord.

James 5:14



Be subject for the Lord’s sake to every human institution,
whether it be to the emperor as supreme, or to governors as
sent by him to punish those who do evil and to praise those

who do good.
1 Peter 2:13-14



So | exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a
witness of the sufferings of Christ, as well as a partaker in the
glory that is going to be revealed: shepherd the flock of God
that is among you, exercising oversight, not under
compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you; not for
shameful gain, but eagerly; not domineering over those in
your charge, but being examples to the flock. And when the
chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown
of glory.

1 Peter 5:1-4



Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to the elders.
Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one
another, for “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the

humble.”
1 Peter 5:5






