
Galatians: week 2
Galatians 2:15-21



And count the patience of our Lord as salvation, just as our 
beloved brother Paul also wrote to you according to the 
wisdom given him, as he does in all his letters when he 
speaks in them of these matters. There are some things in 
them that are hard to understand, which the ignorant and 
unstable twist to their own destruction, as they do the other 
Scriptures.

2 Peter 3:15-16



Week 1: Galatians 1:1-2:14

Week 2: Galatians 2:15-21

Week 3: Galatians 3:1-29

Week 4: Galatians 4:1-31

Week 5: Galatians 5:1-6:18



What is the gospel?



For this week:

1. What did Paul say to Peter? Just verse 14? Or more?
2. What does Paul mean by “justified?”
3. What does Paul mean by “works of the law?”
4. What does Paul mean by “faith of Jesus Christ?”



But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, 
because he stood condemned. For before certain men came 
from James, he was eating with the Gentiles; but when they 
came he drew back and separated himself, fearing the 
circumcision party. And the rest of the Jews acted 
hypocritically along with him, so that even Barnabas was led 
astray by their hypocrisy.

Galatians 2:11-13



But when I saw that their conduct was not in step with the 
truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas before them all, “If you, 
though a Jew, live like a Gentile and not like a Jew, how can 
you force the Gentiles to live like Jews?”

Galatians 2:14



We ourselves are Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners; yet 
we know that a person is not justified by works of the law but 
through faith in Jesus Christ, so we also have believed in 
Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ and not 
by works of the law, because by works of the law no one will 
be justified.

Galatians 2:15-16



But if, in our endeavor to be justified in Christ, we too were 
found to be sinners, is Christ then a servant of sin? Certainly 
not! For if I rebuild what I tore down, I prove myself to be a 
transgressor. For through the law I died to the law, so that I 
might live to God. I have been crucified with Christ. It is no 
longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now 
live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me 
and gave himself for me. I do not nullify the grace of God, for 
if righteousness were through the law, then Christ died for no 
purpose.

Galatians 2:17-21



We ourselves are Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners; yet 
we know that a person is not justified by works of the law but 
through faith in Jesus Christ, so we also have believed in 
Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ and not 
by works of the law, because by works of the law no one will 
be justified.

Galatians 2:15-16



We ourselves are Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners;

Galatians 2:15



For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from 
Christ for the sake of my brothers, my kinsmen according to 
the flesh. They are Israelites, and to them belong the 
adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the 
worship, and the promises. To them belong the patriarchs, 
and from their race, according to the flesh, is the Christ, who 
is God over all, blessed forever. Amen.

Romans 9:3-5



“If you love those who love you, what benefit is that to you? 
For even sinners love those who love them. And if you do 
good to those who do good to you, what benefit is that to 
you? For even sinners do the same. And if you lend to those 
from whom you expect to receive, what credit is that to you? 
Even sinners lend to sinners, to get back the same amount.”

Luke 6:32-34



We ourselves are Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners;

Galatians 2:15



yet we know that a person is not justified by works of the 
law but through faith in Jesus Christ, so we also have 
believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in 
Christ and not by works of the law, because by works of the 
law no one will be justified.

Galatians 2:16



“Justification” = righteousness (without evil or wickedness; 
being right and good)

“Justified” = declared righteous (or made righteous?)



“works of the law”

Three most common possible meanings:

1. Legalism
2. The social boundary markers of the law (circumcision, 

food laws, the Sabbath)
3. The deeds commanded by the law



“faith in Jesus Christ” (objective)

or

“faith of Jesus Christ” (subjective)



We ourselves are Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners; yet 
we know that a person is not justified by works of the law but 
through faith in Jesus Christ, so we also have believed in 
Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ and not 
by works of the law, because by works of the law no one will 
be justified.

Galatians 2:15-16



But if, in our endeavor to be justified in Christ, we too were 
found to be sinners, is Christ then a servant of sin? Certainly 
not! For if I rebuild what I tore down, I prove myself to be a 
transgressor. For through the law I died to the law, so that I 
might live to God. I have been crucified with Christ. It is no 
longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now 
live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me 
and gave himself for me. I do not nullify the grace of God, for 
if righteousness were through the law, then Christ died for no 
purpose.

Galatians 2:17-21



But if, in our endeavor to be justified in Christ, we too were 
found to be sinners, is Christ then a servant of sin? Certainly 
not! For if I rebuild what I tore down, I prove myself to be a 
transgressor.

Galatians 2:17-18



But if, in our endeavor to be justified in Christ, we too were 
found to be sinners, is Christ then a servant of sin? Certainly 
not! For if I rebuild what I tore down, I prove myself to be a 
transgressor. For through the law I died to the law, so that I 
might live to God. I have been crucified with Christ. It is no 
longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now 
live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me 
and gave himself for me. I do not nullify the grace of God, for 
if righteousness were through the law, then Christ died for no 
purpose.

Galatians 2:17-21



For through the law I died to the law, so that I might live to 
God.

Galatians 2:19

What does Paul mean “I died to the law?” How is that 
possible?



Likewise, my brothers, you also have died to the law through 
the body of Christ, so that you may belong to another, to him 
who has been raised from the dead, in order that we may 
bear fruit for God.

Romans 7:4



I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but 
Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live 
by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for 
me.

Galatians 2:20

What part of Paul was crucified with Christ? When did it 
happen? Is Paul now an empty shell, with Christ replacing 
who Paul was?



We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that 
the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would 
no longer be enslaved to sin.

Romans 6:6



I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but 
Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live 
by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for 
me.

Galatians 2:20



And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son 
into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!”

Galatians 4:6



I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but 
Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live 
by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for 
me.

Galatians 2:20



For through the law I died to the law, so that I might live to 
God. I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who 
live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the 
flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 
himself for me. I do not nullify the grace of God, for if 
righteousness were through the law, then Christ died for no 
purpose.

Galatians 2:19-21


