
Thinking Biblically and living 
deliberately: The Apostle 

Paul and Halloween
1 Corinthians 9:19-23
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For though I am free from all, I have made myself a servant to 
all, that I might win more of them. To the Jews I became as a 
Jew, in order to win Jews. To those under the law I became 
as one under the law (though not being myself under the law) 
that I might win those under the law. To those outside the law 
I became as one outside the law (not being outside the law of 
God but under the law of Christ) that I might win those 
outside the law. To the weak I became weak, that I might win 
the weak.

I Corinthians 9:19-22



I have become all things to all people, that by all means I 
might save some. I do it all for the sake of the gospel, that I 
may share with them in its blessings.

I Corinthians 9:22-23



Does becoming “all things to all people” mean that Paul 
would have taken part in Halloween festivities and traditions?



Why does this matter? In other words, who cares?



Why does this matter? In other words, who cares?

Two reasons:

1. We are all accountable to God for how we live our lives.
2. What we think and do at any moment either pleases or 

displeases God.



As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to 
quarrel over opinions. One person believes he may eat 
anything, while the weak person eats only vegetables. Let not 
the one who eats despise the one who abstains, and let not 
the one who abstains pass judgment on the one who eats, for 
God has welcomed him. Who are you to pass judgment on 
the servant of another? It is before his own master that he 
stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to 
make him stand.

Romans 14:1-4



One person esteems one day as better than another, while 
another esteems all days alike. Each one should be fully 
convinced in his own mind. The one who observes the day, 
observes it in honor of the Lord. The one who eats, eats in 
honor of the Lord, since he gives thanks to God, while the 
one who abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord and gives 
thanks to God.

Romans 14:5-6



For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to 
himself. For if we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we 
die to the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we die, 
we are the Lord’s. For to this end Christ died and lived again, 
that he might be Lord both of the dead and of the living.

Romans 14:7-9



Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do 
you despise your brother? For we will all stand before the 
judgment seat of God; for it is written,

 “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,
and every tongue shall confess to God.”

So then each of us will give an account of himself to God.

Romans 14:10-12



So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to 
please him. For we must all appear before the judgment seat 
of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for what 
he has done in the body, whether good or evil.

2 Corinthians 5:9-10



Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being 
sober-minded, set your hope fully on the grace that will be 
brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. As obedient 
children, do not be conformed to the passions of your former 
ignorance, but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy 
in all your conduct, since it is written, “You shall be holy, for I 
am holy.”

1 Peter 1:13-16



And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially 
according to each one’s deeds, conduct yourselves with fear 
throughout the time of your exile, knowing that you were 
ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, 
not with perishable things such as silver or gold, but with the 
precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or 
spot.

1 Peter 1:17-19



Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on 
it. From his presence earth and sky fled away, and no place 
was found for them. And I saw the dead, great and small, 
standing before the throne, and books were opened. Then 
another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the 
dead were judged by what was written in the books, 
according to what they had done.

Revelation 20:11-12



And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and 
Hades gave up the dead who were in them, and they were 
judged, each one of them, according to what they had done. 
Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This 
is the second death, the lake of fire. And if anyone’s name 
was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into 
the lake of fire.

Revelation 20:13-15



Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart
be acceptable in your sight,
O LORD, my rock and my redeemer.

Psalm 19:14



Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of 
these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of 
disobedience. Therefore do not become partners with them; 
for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in 
the Lord. Walk as children of light (for the fruit of light is found 
in all that is good and right and true), and try to discern what 
is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of 
darkness, but instead expose them.

Ephesians 5:6-11



And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray 
for you, asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of 
his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so as to 
walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, 
bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the 
knowledge of God.

Colossians 1:9-10



Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the 
Lord.

Colossians 3:20



For you yourselves know, brothers, that our coming to you 
was not in vain. But though we had already suffered and been 
shamefully treated at Philippi, as you know, we had boldness 
in our God to declare to you the gospel of God in the midst of 
much conflict. For our appeal does not spring from error or 
impurity or any attempt to deceive, but just as we have been 
approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel, so we 
speak, not to please man, but to please God who tests our 
hearts.

1 Thessalonians 2:1-4



History of Halloween



At what point does becoming all things to all people become 
so like the culture(s) we live in that there is no difference 
between Christians and non-Christians?



Paul and other first-century Christians faced opposition and 
persecution. Why? Why don’t we? Have we reached a point 
where we are so much like our culture that we are simply 
accepted as part of that culture?



Do our non-Christian neighbors realize that we are different? 
Are we different?


